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with its neighboring Arab states. McDonald would
go on to become the first American special repre‐
sentative to Israel and then its first ambassador.
But that story will have to await the fourth vol‐
ume of the diaries. What can be put to rest is the
impression that James G. McDonald was not a
“person of great stature” who did not “exhibit en‐
ergy and determination needed to overcome ob‐
stacles.” On the contrary, his legacy as an Ameri‐
can “hero of the Holocaust” is assured.
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